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Workshop for Socratic Dialogue and Natural Learning: On authenticity
P.P.M. Harteloh, Ph. D. (Erasmus Institute for Practical Philosophy)

Plan:
1. The question of authenticity is important for understanding personal

identity, art works, writings or even cultures.



2. The concept of authenticity changes in time during the life of a person or
during the development of a culture.

3. Examples of authenticity. The works of Aristotle. Up to the renaissance
one could write an essay in the style of Aristotle and sign it with “Aristotle”.
Problem of corruptions of ancient text. The concept of authenticity has
changed. Artists began to sign their work by name. Forgeries. Japanese
rebuilding temples. Japanese copying the British fleet or the German army.
The copy becoming even better than the original.

4. Examples of authenticity. The ruins of the Colloseum. Age old stones, still
there as they were before. Remnants valued for being original. A cause for
reconstruction of the Colloseum in our mind. A made belief, a fantasy of the
Colloseum, a fantasy of what it was.

5. Examples of authenticity. Satoshi playing Chopin. Authenticity is the
emotion of being with Chopin. Technique is to overcome. Authenticity
related to a feeling. A psychological concept too. What kind? Expectations

and experiences.

6. Examples of authenticity. The Kinkakuji temple. Burt down. Rebuild.
Matter changed completely. Not original anymore. Mishima wrote novel
about it. Story of the monk who started the fire. Connection between old and

new by a story. Stories can connect things in time. Conceptual connection.

7. The concept of authenticity is connected with other terms, like: original -
copy (identity), real - forgery (experience or reality), matter and form, valued

and worthless, ratio and emotions.

8. The concept of authenticity could be explained by distinguishing matter
and form. Matter refers to causal connections. Form refers to conceptual

connections.

9. The concept of authenticity could be explained by distinguishing the
properties of the object (experience), the causal history of the object, the
meaning of the object (the story represented, the metaphor, etc.).



Classical approach of Socratic dialogue, according to Nelson and Goodman
(1970), combined with natural learning. It takes about 3 hours, followed by
feedback, with 5-10 participants.

Some information about me:

Peter Harteloh (1960) is a philosopher. He wrote a PhD thesis on quality
management (2000), in which he explored the philosophical origins of the
quality concept and our managing of it. He worked as a quality manager for
many years in health care organizations and teached quality management
and ethics at the Erasmus University Rotterdam. He is currently working as
a philosophical counselor in the city of Rotterdam, The Netherlands.



